Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

“You whites have used many weapons against us; we have always feared your guns the least”     -Red Cloud

1. What battle is depicted in the opening scenes? Between 3 – 5:00
*WARN THEM THAT IT IS REALISTIC with blood and a scalping – why scalping?
Little Bighorn Valley, June 25, 1876 which is in eastern Montana; Custer and over 200 soldiers 

are killed by the Sioux who defended their land

2. Who are the president and foul-mouthed general playing pool? **says the F word around 5:44
President Ulysses S. Grant (will be called the Great Father… Chief of all the American people), and General Sherman – by 68 treaty this land is the Sioux – Senator Dawes argues “This isn’t about money, this is about human beings..”
At 11:00 can point out the clash of cultures… Native American versus “Christ worshippers”

3. What did Red Cloud agree to by touching the pen? @ 14:49
He agreed to the “treaty” and “signed it” by touching the pen… this treaty moves the Sioux to the Pineridge Reservation or their people will perish (away from the Black Hills which are sacred to the Sioux, and where gold was found by whites)
4. What was the outcome of the battle at Cedar Creek? @16:30 – 22 (discussion) then  WARN THEM IT WILL BE BLOODY 22:00 – 25:00
October 21, 1876 – even though there are less soliders, their technology defeats the Sioux warriors.  The army burns the Sioux village, and the Sioux are seen walking – similar to what we imagine the Trail of Tears may have looked liek
5. Where does Sitting Bull take his people? 26:15
They think they are going to Canada
6. Where does Ohiyesa’s father take him? 31:59 – good stopping ponit for Thursday ??
A Christian boarding school in Illinois (changes his name to a white Christian name – stripping of a culture)
Summarize the Ohiyesa ends up taking the name Charles, but is scarred by his boarding school experience.  Yet to survive he assimilates – goes to Dartmouth College and is accepted to Medical School at Boston University… meanwhile the Sioux in Canada are divided (some are sick, and others don’t’ have what they need… start stealing from the Crow who are also in Canada)

Assimilation or extinction ?? = the reservation system

 Cut from train scene @ 31 to minute 46:50 (white house pictures, etc)
7. What did the Dawes Act legislation do?

 Desribed from 46:50 – 50:00 then flashback then bill passes – SUMMARIZE with students
8. Write three things that strike you most about the Sioux Reservations in Dakota Territory? @54:50 – 57 (pictures show of the girl and the Standing Rock Sioux Agency)
1) It is surrounded by land that is valuable like the Black Hill,s but is not given to the Sioux

2) Bad living conditions; they are eating mice or rats

3) People are dying from disease – epidemics – influenza, measles, whopping cough
4) Native Amerians have to give up their weapons 59:58

5) Their demands are ignored – the agent says Sitting Bull will “not be a chief”; you will live on rations; you cannot hunt; disrespect from McLaughlin

6) Rations are minimal – clothes again create assimilation (1:02) – the white people working have no cultural awareness

7)  Droughts destroyed crops, but Native Americans were still expected to farm
8) Kids were expected to enroll in school and attend church

Powerful quote. Charles Easton says, “Do you know there is no word for owning the land? … No word in Sioux or in any native language” @ 1:07

1:10 ish Charles arrives at Pine Ridge and kisses Elaine
Can SKIP from 57 – 1:15 but then show Dr. Easton’s letter because it leads into the Ghost Dance explanation
9. What do the Native Americans think will happen if they perform the Ghost Dance? @ 1:22
Do the Ghost Dance and all the ancestors will return and the buffalo will be renewed and you shall all ive forever, forever in the freedom that we as Indian people once knew
SUMMARIZE that men from Washington are coming, but can SKIP from 1:22 (after Ghost Dance) to 1:32 Dawes presents the offer again; Easton calls out Dawes saying that he is essentially stealing land form the Sioux, but Dawes say it is “their only offer”
Then there is conflict between Sititng Bull and his brother… McLaughlin bribed the brother to say bad things about Sitting Bull, so people wouldn’t follow him

START AGAIN @ 1:32 when Dawes is trying to have them sign and then Sitting Bull speaks; Red Cloud “surrendered” … if Sitting Bull had spoken in the past then Red Cloud would not have “surrendered” – Red cloud and Sitting Bull unite
1:38 “Must they adapt to the point of extermination…?” – Dr. Easton asks

Ghost Dance “camps” @ 1:42 –  and again 1:45

WARN the students that it will be violent from about 1:45 to 1:52
10. What happened at Wounded Knee?

The reservation police tried to arrest Sitting Bull, but others protested then shot Sitting Bull and his son.  Then the soldiers went to Wounded Knee Creek where the Sioux were dancing.  The soliders tried to take a gun form a deaf man who then accidently show somone and then total war broke lose.  The American soliders killed women and children and used cannons. … In two days it snowed, so they could not look for survivors.
11. What does Charles take a job doing? Why is this a tragic irony? @ 1:58 – 2:02
Charles ends up resigning from the reservation; Senator Dawes recommends him for the “renaming” of Sioux on Standing Rock Indian Reservation; he will rename all the Sioux from the last census, 1894, with a Christian name…. he ends up not completing the job, and instead because a fighter for the rights of the Sioux.
12. What does Charles’ feather symbolize? @1:52
It symbolizes his resistance to assimilation and his connection to his Sioux culture
13. What is the nature of the relationship between Charles Eastman and Senator Dawes?

Tense; Dawes uses Charles; he remains a Senator until 1893
14. Do you think Senator Dawes was helpful to the Native Americans?

He thought he was in some ways; but definitely not… what would life be like without reservations? Over 90 million acres were taken; a violation of their treaty and over $600 million worth (at least)
15. Why is the movie titled Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee?

