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You are officers of the Union camp. The Captain will give the orders below at the signal of your 
Commanding Officer (teacher). Read the orders in advance so that you know how to direct your 
soldiers. Give all orders loudly and clearly. The Lieutenant will make sure the soldiers follow the 
orders quickly and completely. 

Order 1: “Form ranks!” (Form two facing parallel lines. Soldiers stand side by side, shoulder to 
shoulder. Once the lines are formed, give the following command, emphasizing the last syllable.) 

“AttenTION!” (Stand straight, with feet together, eyes straight ahead, arms by the sides.)

Order 2: “Parade rest!” (Stand with legs a little wider apart, hands clasped behind back.) 

“Soldiers, the Confederate attack may be coming at any time. Take a minute to write a short 
letter to your family. Fold it, address it, and tuck it inside your shirt, so we can find it if you are 
killed during the battle.”

Order 3: “Form ranks!” (Once lines are formed, give the following command.) 

“AttenTION!”  

Order 4: When directed by the Commanding Officer, give the following speech 
to your troops. Use your voice, tone, and gestures to make the speech as inspiring as possible.

 Do not hurry men . . . and fire too fast. Let them come up close before you fire, and then aim 
low, and steadily . . . We must hold this line to the last man!

“Now, on the count of three, give a loud Union cheer! One, two, three!”  
(If the company’s cheer isn’t loud enough, tell them to give it again, louder.)

Order 5: “Form ranks!” (Once lines are formed, give the following command.) 

“AttenTION!”  
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Orders for Confederate Officers
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You are officers of the Confederate camp. The Captain will give the orders below at the signal of 
your Commanding Officer (teacher). Read the orders in advance so that you know how to direct 
your soldiers. Give all orders loudly and clearly. The Lieutenant will make sure the soldiers follow 
the orders quickly and completely.

Order 1: “Form ranks!” (Form two facing parallel lines. Soldiers stand side by side, shoulder to 
shoulder. Once lines are formed, give the following command, emphasizing the last syllable.) 

“AttenTION!” (Stand straight, with feet together, eyes straight ahead, arms by the sides.)

Order 2: “Parade rest!” (Stand with legs a little wider apart, hands clasped behind back.) 

“Soldiers, the orders to attack Union lines may be coming at any time. Take a minute to write 
a short letter to your family. Fold it, address it, and tuck it inside your shirt, so we can find it if 
you are killed during the battle.”

Order 3: “Form ranks!” (Once lines are formed, give the following command.) 

“AttenTION!”  

Order 4: When directed by the Commanding Officer, give the following speech to your troops. 
Use your voice, tone, and gestures to make the speech as inspiring as possible.

 Men, remember what you are fighting for. Remember your homes and your friends, your 
wives, mothers, sisters and your sweethearts.

“Now, on the count of three, give a loud Rebel yell! One, two, three!”  
(If the company’s cheer isn’t loud enough, tell them to give it again, louder.)

Order 5: “Form ranks!” (Once lines are formed, give the following command.) 

“AttenTION!”  
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Role Card 1: Union Doctor

When directed by the Commanding Officer 
(your teacher), visit your wounded soldiers 
as quickly as possible. Ask about their 
injuries and determine whether they are

• very serious and require immediate 
medical attention. Have the stretcher 
bearer help these soldiers to the field 
hospital at the back of the camp.

• less serious and can wait for medical 
attention. Tell these soldiers to move 
themselves to the middle of the camp 
and wait. 

• so serious that the soldiers are already 
dead or cannot be saved. Have the 
stretcher bearer move these soldiers to 
the front of the camp to be buried.

Role Card 2: Confederate Doctor

When directed by the Commanding Officer 
(your teacher), visit your wounded soldiers 
as quickly as possible. Ask about their 
injuries and determine whether they are

• very serious and require immediate 
medical attention. Have the stretcher 
bearer help these soldiers to the field 
hospital at the back of the camp.

• less serious and can wait for medical 
attention. Tell these soldiers to move 
themselves to the middle of the camp 
and wait. 

• so serious that the soldiers are already 
dead or cannot be saved. Have the 
stretcher bearer move these soldiers to 
the front of the camp to be buried.
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Role Card 3: Union Stretcher Bearer

When directed by the Commanding Officer 
(your teacher), visit each of the wounded 
soldiers with the doctor. The doctor will ask 
about their injuries and determine whether 
they are

•   very serious and require immediate 
medical attention. Help these soldiers 
to the field hospital at the back of             
the camp.

•   less serious and can wait for medical 
attention. Tell these soldiers to move 
themselves to the middle of the camp 
and wait. 

•   so serious that the soldiers are already 
dead or cannot be saved. Move these 
soldiers to the front of the camp to  
be buried.

Role Card 4: Confederate Stretcher Bearer

When directed by the Commanding Officer 
(your teacher), visit each of the wounded 
soldiers with the doctor. The doctor will ask 
about their injuries and determine whether 
they are

•   very serious and require immediate 
medical attention. Help these soldiers 
to the field hospital at the back of             
the camp.

•   less serious and can wait for medical 
attention. Tell these soldiers to move 
themselves to the middle of the camp 
and wait. 

•   so serious that the soldiers are already 
dead or cannot be saved. Move these 
soldiers to the front of the camp to  
be buried.
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Lie down, hold one side of your face, 
and moan quietly. Tell the doctor that 
a cannonball exploded near your face. 
Take a last breath, close your eyes,  
and die.

Lie down, hold your chest right below 
your heart, and moan quietly. Tell the 
doctor that you were shot in the chest. 
Take a last breath, close your eyes,  
and die.

Lie down, hold your stomach, and 
groan loudly. Tell the doctor that  
you were stabbed in the stomach by  
a bayonet and are bleeding heavily.

Lie down, put one arm inside your 
shirt, and groan loudly. Tell the doctor 
that your arm was blown off and that 
you are losing a lot of blood.     

Lie down, bend one leg, and groan 
loudly. Tell the doctor that a cannon 
ball crushed your leg and you are 
bleeding heavily.

Sit down, hold your foot, and groan 
loudly. Tell the doctor that a horse 
trampled on your foot and that you 
think it may be broken. 

Sit down, bend two fingers in to your 
palm, and moan quietly. Tell the doctor 
that two of your fingers were shot off 
and that you are in great pain.

Sit down, hold your shoulder, and 
groan loudly. Tell the doctor that a  
bullet grazed your shoulder and you 
are bleeding from the wound. 

Sit down, hold your forearm, and moan 
quietly. Tell the doctor that you received 
a sword cut on your arm and are 
bleeding from the wound.      

Sit down, hold your leg, and groan 
loudly. Tell the doctor that a bullet 
passed through your leg and that the 
wound is very painful.     

Civil War Experience 3 Casualty Cards
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