8th grade Social Studies Expectations



Mrs. Hancock

United States History





2015 - 2016
Welcome to the Sacajawea Middle School 8B grade team!  I am excited for this school year and I hope you are too.  I had so much fun with your students last year that when I was offered the opportunity to move up with this group I gladly accepted.  Our 8th grade Social Studies class will be studying the civics, diversity, economics, geography, and history of the United States from Pre-Colonialism through World War II.  I hope to bring history alive by presenting U.S. History through multiple perspectives and intertwining our own personal histories.  I also look forward to getting to know each of you as individuals, and achieving great things collaboratively.  There are several materials and procedures you will need in order to succeed and have fun in the classroom.


Parents/Guardians please review these expectations with your young adult, and if you agree to meet these expectations email me, post a comment on the class blog at www.educatingexcellence.com OR sign at the end of the packet and return to class.  If you have any questions or concerns do not hesitate to contact me.
I look forward to working with all of you,

Hailey Hancock

hailey.hancock@bsd7.org 
(406) 522 -           , Room 112
The class website: www.educatingexcellence.com
8B website: https://sites.google.com/a/bsd7.org/sms-8b/home 

Recommended materials

· 3 ring binder, minimum 1 inch

** Bring a book or magazine everyday. **
· Lined paper, about 100 sheets

· Writing devices: blue or black ink, or pencil

· Textbook: The American Journey 
** The textbook is provided by the school, however, if a 
· Colored pencils (if possible)

student loses or damages a book that is checked out to 
· 100 Index cards (if possible)

them they will cover the cost.  **
Class expectations
The general expectation for my class is “Work hard.  Be nice.” – a saying taken from one of my favorite authors and educators, Rafe Esquith.  All SMS rules and policies are enforced. Please see the student handbook (agenda, pp. 2-17) for policies and consequences. 
Class procedures:

· We will enter class on time, in a respectful manner, and will complete a “warm up” activity that will be described on the front white board.  Warm Up’s will be turned in every Friday, and count towards a students weekly “practice grade”.  If a student is absent, they can complete classwork for partial credit.  Attendance matters.
· We have one hall pass per classroom, so take care of business between classes.  Students will only be allowed to go to the bathroom for emergencies.  No passes for water breaks – you are allowed to bring a water bottle to my class.

· Homework - Students will be given guided readings that they are expected to annotate and use to answer historical questions.  Students will usually receive one Monday, be given a chance to ask questions Tuesday, and the homework is completed by Wednesday.  Then students receive another reading due on Friday.  These readings summarize background information, so class can be spent doing higher-level thinking.  Check the class website for a free program called “Remind” https://www.remind.com  that you can sign up for to help organize due dates, etc.
· Study Groups – Each trimester students will be assigned to a small group that will serve as a support network within the class.  On Tuesdays and Thursday’s when there is time to ask questions about the HW students will meet with this group first.  Before an assessment students will be given time to review with their study group, and if students are absent they should be able to get notes from their study group members. Students are encouraged to reach out to these teammates outside of class for support, too.
Grading
I am continuing to revise and use a Standards Based Grading System this year.  Standards will be posted in PowerSchool with a description of the content, skills, and activities used to assess the standard.  Sometimes we will use 4-point rubrics to assess work, however, standards will still be entered into PowerSchool out of 100.
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I will enter an average of two grades per week into PowerSchool for you student: 

· Standards will account for 80% of a student’s final grade.

· Quizzes, tests, and performance assessments (debates, projects, essays, and document based questions or DBQs) which will be called “Games” throughout the year
· Weekly “Practice” will account for 20% of a student’s final grade.
· Purposeful participation
· Work completion (Warm up, homework, guided practice, notebook checks, exit tickets)
· Work habits – being prepared, being punctual, being responsible
Late assignments and make up work

· Late work is severely discouraged.  Students’ weekly “practice” grade will be affected if a student is consistently tardy with work or tardy to class.
· It is the student’s responsibility to find out what they missed during their absence(s).  Check in with your study group, review the class websites, and finally, check with me if you are confused or want extra help.

· Tutoring and make up work can happen before or after school by appointment.  Tuesday’s I will always be available until at least 4:30pm.
· The school policy for make-up work will be followed.  You are entitled to two days for completing class assignments; the first of the two days is the day you return to class.  You have five days to make up assessments (quizzes, tests). **If you know you wont be in our class because of a school activity (including sports games and field trips) I still expect any assignment due on that day to be turned in on that day. ** CHECK IN with me, as well, so you can get missing work or class notes.  Plan ahead!!
Optional enrichment opportunities…

National History Day: www.nhd.org 

This is a year-long enrichment project that students are encouraged to complete.  There will be a National History Day Access Class available starting this fall, and a History Day Club, which will meet once a week after school.  This fall interested students should pick a topic that relates to the 2015-2016 theme: Exploration, Encounter & Exchange.  By December students should complete their initial research of primary and secondary sources.  In January students should complete their National History Day project (paper, website, exhibit, documentary, or performance) and their Annotated Works Cited.  In March the top individuals or groups will have a chance to revise their projects and then go to the State National History Day Competition – date and location TBD.  From there, the top two projects in each category qualify for nationals which is held in June at College Park, Maryland just out of Washington, DC.  Some time will be allotted for NHD in class; however, students will need to complete the majority of work outside of school.  

C-SPAN StudentCam: http://www.studentcam.org 
The following information is taken from their website, “StudentCam is C-SPAN's annual national video documentary competition that encourages students to think critically about issues that affect our communities and our nation.  Students in grades 6-12 were asked to create a short (5-7 minute) video documentary on a topic related to the competition theme.  Students may compete individually, or in teams of either 2 or 3 members. All documentaries must contain a small amount of supporting C-SPAN footage that relates to the chosen topic. C-SPAN’s philosophy is to show varying sides of each issue. Winning StudentCam documentaries will also show a variety of points of view related to the chosen topic.”  This year’s competition open’s September 9th and the theme is, “Road to the White House” - What’s the issue YOU most want candidates to discuss during the 2016 presidential campaign? Talk to me if you are interested!
The class website: www.educatingexcellence.com
8B website: https://sites.google.com/a/bsd7.org/sms-8b/home 

Over the summer I updated our class website so students, parents, and community members can see what we are doing.  Students can also use the website to keep track of assignments and get extra help if there is something they do not understand.  There are links to important websites including the school district site where you can check student’s grades via PowerSchool.  You can also link to many interesting academic websites including National Geographic, the History Channel, and the Library of Congress.  We may post pictures and videos from class as well to celebrate what we are learning.  We will also be trying to use a blog to discuss readings and historical issues.  Students, make sure what you are posting is school appropriate.  If you do not have a computer at home, you can use computers at our public library or stay after school for Tuesday Tune Ups until 4:30pm.  Technology is a wonderful educational tool when used correctly (
Sign below, add a blog post in your class section, or email me privately…  to let me know that you understand and agree to follow the class procedures.  Make a special note if you DO NOT want your students name or picture posted on the website.  Thank you for your taking the time to read this.
_____________________________________________
________________________________________________

Student Signature

Date

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

==

As a reward for carefully reading the entire document answer these riddles and submit your answers to Mrs. H for a chance to win a prize.





Where was the Declaration of Independence signed?


What rock group has four guys who do not sing?


If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring?
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