
Week 4 
Exploration and Colonialism



MONDAY WARM UP
1) What countries sent explorers to the 
Americas?  

2) What were the positives of exploration? From 
whose point of view (POV)? 

3) What were the negatives of exploration? From 
whose POV?  



Section 2: Spain in the Caribbean, Mexico and S.A.
● Spain sponsored the voyages of Christopher Columbus, 

an explorer who claimed territories in the Caribbean 
and South America for Spain (FIRST to go WEST across 
the Atlantic Ocean)

● Spain later sent conquistadors or soldiers
○ Hernan Cortes - modern day Mexico, then the Aztec 

Empire
○ Francisco Pizarro - modern day Peru in S. America, 

then the Incan Empire



The Columbian Exchange, pg 19 in atlas



Tuesday WARM UP
WARM UP: Use pages 16-17 in the atlas.

1) According to map B, What empires/countries had fleets in 
North America?

2) According to map C, what areas of North America had the 
highest population density? Why do you think so?

3) According to map E, why do you think so many people 
settled in the Chesapeake Bay area?

http://www.educatingexcellence.com/uploads/1/2/3/2/12327484/atlast_p16-17.pdf


Section 3: Spain in N. America
● Spain sponsored several expeditions to N. America

○ Ponce de Leon claimed modern day Florida and set up a settlement 
or colony (an area under full or partial control of another 
country)

○ Francisco Coronado traveled northwest towards the Great Plains in 
search of seven cities of gold “Cibola” , but just found pueblos

○ A pueblo is a village of apartment-like buildings made of stone and 
adobe rising four and five stories high.

○ presidio - a walled fort that soldiers would live in
○ Catholic missionaries - spreading Christianity

■ mission - a religious settlement
○ Juan de Onate - settles modern day New Mexico, mines silver



● American Indians and the Spanish learned many things from each other 
during the 1600 and 1700s  
○ Pueblo people learned how to use new tools, grow new foods, and 

raise sheep for wool. Many converted to Catholicism through the 
work of missionaries. 

○ The Spanish learned new techniques for growing crops.  Some 
Spanish settlers treated the American Indians harshly by enslaving 
them and whipping those who continued to practice their traditional 
rituals.

● Unfortunately, wherever the Spanish settled, they brought with them 
diseases to which native peoples had no resistance. Smallpox, measles, 
and influenza (flu) often wiped out entire villages. Before Coronado’s 
expedition, there had been more than 100 thriving Indian pueblos in New 
Mexico. By 1700, only 19 remained.



Section 4: France
● French explorers travel along the Atlantic coastline of N. America

○ Jacques Cartier - claimed Canada from France; “Kanata” is a 
Iroquois-Huron word

○ Marquette and Joliet - explored the Mississippi River looking for a 
Northwest Passage

○ Robert de la Salle - claimed the territory of Louisiana which included 
EVERYTHING west of the Mississippi River (the University is not 
named after him…)
■ Named after the French monarch, King Louis XIV

○ Samuel de Champlain - established the first settlement in Quebec.



French continued...
● coureurs de bois - in French means “wood rangers” - they were fur 

trappers pushing west in search of beaver.  Catholic missionaries followed

http://www.history.com/shows/mankind-the-story-of-all-of-us/videos/fur-trad
e

● The French made Native Americans (NA) their business partners. French 
and Huron partnered against the Iroquois.  Fur trappers lived in Huron 
villages, learned the Huron language, and married Huron women.

http://www.history.com/shows/mankind-the-story-of-all-of-us/videos/fur-trade
http://www.history.com/shows/mankind-the-story-of-all-of-us/videos/fur-trade
http://www.history.com/shows/mankind-the-story-of-all-of-us/videos/fur-trade


Section 5: England
● In 1497 John Cabot sailed across the Atlantic and claimed the island of 

Newfoundland for England; mistakenly believed he had landed in Asia like 
Columbus

● In 1587 Sir Walter Raleigh tried to start the colony of Roanoke Island, the 
colonists mysteriously disappeared

● In 1607 The London Company, a group of merchants or traders, sent 
settlers to Virginia to start a moneymaking (furs and timber)colony that 
became known as Jamestown. For Question #2 use the poster and 
video!

○ Named about the English monarch, King James I
○ John Smith, Pocahontas, and John Rolfe (1616)
○ 1609 - starving time - of 500 only 60 survive

http://www.history.com/topics/jamestown/videos/mystery-roanoke
http://www.history.com/topics/jamestown/videos/life-in-jamestown?m=528e394da93ae&s=undefined&f=1&free=false


Section 5 #3
● At first Native Americans were hesitant to trade with the settlers and 

many settlers died from hunger and disease.
● Pocahontas, the daughter of a powerful chief, made friends with the 

Jamestown leader John Smith, and helped the settlers by bringing them 
food and keeping peace with her people

● Native Americans refused to trade with the settlers during the “Starving 
Time”

● Relations improved in 1616 when John Rolfe married Pocahontas





Section 6: the Dutch and New Netherland
● Dutch merchants sponsored the trip of 

Henry Hudson, who claimed land along 
the Hudson River.

● The Dutch West India Company 
established a colony near present-day 
Albany, New York.

● The colony of New Amsterdam on 
Manhattan Island was governed by the 
unpopular, Peter Stuyvesant, who 
peacefully surrendered to the British in 
1664.



Dutch continued...
● The Dutch settlers were 

instructed to not use violence 
but to persuade or barter (trade) 
with the Native Americans.

● The Dutch also established 
friendly relations with the 
Iroquois Confederacy and 
supplied them with weapons to 
fight the Huron.

○ confederacy = an alliance of people 
or groups



Source: 
http://etc.usf.edu/
maps/pages/104
00/10490/10490.
htm

http://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/10400/10490/10490.htm
http://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/10400/10490/10490.htm
http://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/10400/10490/10490.htm
http://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/10400/10490/10490.htm
http://etc.usf.edu/maps/pages/10400/10490/10490.htm


Did this map guide Christopher Columbus?

Source: http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/did-this-map-guide-columbus-180955295/?no-ist

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/did-this-map-guide-columbus-180955295/?no-ist


Source: 
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/exploring-the-early-americas/interacti
ves/waldseemuller-maps/worldmap1507/index.html

https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/exploring-the-early-americas/interactives/waldseemuller-maps/worldmap1507/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/exploring-the-early-americas/interactives/waldseemuller-maps/worldmap1507/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/exploring-the-early-americas/interactives/waldseemuller-maps/worldmap1507/index.html

